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Acknowledgement of Country 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
QLD ALP STATE CONFERENCE 
 
Brisbane Convention Centre 
South Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
6th June, 2003 
 
I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the area known in these post-invasion times 
as South Brisbane. I give honour to their spiritual ancestors who care for all of us who 
now live, dwell and pass through their Country, their responsibility area. I make 
mention that I resided in their precious Country as a child, teenager and adult and that 
my grandmother is buried in the South Brisbane cemetery, not far from here. 
 
I am hopeful that we are all able to express in a most sincere way what we need to 
express over the next couple of days. The pathway in which we are all engaged is 
requiring us to do this. I will explain. 
 
I use the concept of Pathway, as implied by Tewa Educator Gregory Cajete. Cajete 
describes the concept of Pathway as it relates to Indigenous learning and education:  
 
The concept of Pathway, revealed in numerous ways in Indigenous education, is 
associated with mountains, winds, and orientation. Learning involves a 
transformation that unfolds through time and space. Pathway, a structural 
metaphor, combines with the process of journeying to form an active context for 
learning about spirit. Pathway is an appropriate metaphor since, in every learning 
process, we metaphorically travel an internal, and many times external, 
landscape. In travelling a Pathway, we make stops, encounter and overcome 
obstacles, recognise and interpret signs, seek answers, and follow the tracks of 
those entities that have something to teach us. We create ourselves anew. Path 
denotes a structure; Way implies a process (Cajete 1994, 55). 
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Cajete’s work has much relevance in how I see us all within the ALP. The rules, the 
policy platform and other documents can be thought of as laying out the Path, as a 
well thought out structure or the plan. The Way, being the process, involving and 
enabling clear, thought out processes for us to follow, whether you’re a member of a 
policy committee, the Electoral College or the Indigenous Reference Committee. The 
Way also relates to the process for me within my Self. We all travel an internal 
landscape as we individually grow in our ALP knowledge along the Pathway. I have 
come to learn within the ALP Pathway that we need to make stops, overcome 
obstacles, recognise and interpret signs, seek answers and follow the tracks of others 
that have had something to teach us. I also understand that within the Pathway of my 
ALP journey and the journey of other Aboriginal peoples that we have created new 
ways for others.  
 
Over the years, one of the key messages that I have felt I have needed to push in the 
ALP and in the union movement is that we as Aboriginal people don’t just know 
about Aboriginal affairs. We know about and are interested in many issues along with 
Aboriginal affairs. We are part of the broader framework of contemporary Australian 
society and have been since the times of invasion. As such, we know about the 
framework of Australia. We are Aboriginal people yes, and we do have specific 
issues to deal with as Aboriginal people but we can contribute to so many other areas. 
 
Remember that we have something to offer, skills, abilities, knowledge and other 
worldviews that can we contribute. We also believe that we can make a difference. 
Indigenous peoples have been excluded at times, other times consulted and 
participated in some processes but often not involved in formulating policies, 
decision-making, leadership and not in governance. There are large boulders and 
roadblocks in the Pathway.  
 
I will say to you, that we as Indigenous people are of this country recently called 
Australia. What also makes us, us, in contemporary Australian society is tied to non-
Indigenous Australians. What makes non-Indigenous Australians who they are is also 
tied to us. Our histories are not intertwined. Our past is part of our present and will be 
part of our future. To deny this, denies each other, and this needs acknowledgement, 
correction and changes to happen within the external landscape and within our 
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internal landscapes for the Pathway to grow stronger. Growing stronger is not just 
about the external landscape of the ALP, it must involve the internal landscapes of 
who we are as ALP members. I say to you in closing, are you prepared in your ALP 
Pathway to challenge yourself and to challenge each other?  
 
Cajete, Gregory. 1994. Look to the Mountain: An Ecology of Indigenous Education. 
Durango, Colorado: Kivaki Press.  
 
